
2015 Library Curriculum Report 

Overview 
 
Nursery & Kindergarten: 

 
● young students got acclimated to the library space, began to learn what’s available in the library, 

and to seek out stories and information that interests them. There was a focus on smooth 
transitions: classroom to library, story to check-out, library to classroom.  

 
● story read-alouds were chosen to support thematic studies in the classrooms, themes around 

seasons or events, and author studies. 
 

● during National Poetry Month in April, we read and sang Mother Goose nursery rhymes, and 
enjoyed other short poetry picture books. 

 
First, Second & Third Grades: 

 
● students are building library skills: learning the “neighborhoods” of the library and how to locate a 

book, understanding call numbers, as well as finding books to read based on interests or their 
“just-right” reading level. Second and third graders also learned to use the online library catalog to 
find books. 

 
● in January the students participated in a month-long celebration of the picture book, and selected 

their favorites to win the Caldecott Medal. Amazingly, the students chose the actual winner: The 
Adventures of Beekle: An Unimaginary Friend by Dan Santat. Students were able to make 
inferences and predictions, and see the rich connections between image and text. They are also 
building their repertoire of children’s books and authors and making great text-text connections.  

 
● April was a month of poetry. We wrote and read poetry together and individually, carried poems in 

our pockets on National Poem in Your Pocket Day. Many students shared a favorite poem at the 
Poetry Assembly on May 1st.  

 
● a study of the honeybee occurred in the month of May. We discussed basic bee anatomy, the life 

cycle of a honeybee, pollination, beekeeping techniques, and swarming. We used the observation 
hive as the primary source of information, followed by books and films to support our research.  

 
● second and third graders also spent a portion of their second library class each week on special 

projects. These projects often related to geography - making connections between students and the 
wider world around them and understanding the basics of reading and making maps.  
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Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grades: 

 
● explored geography, with the goals of covering essential concepts and building the student’s 

awareness of places in the world.  
 

● revisited some basic library skills, such as finding a book using the online catalog and 
understanding the Dewey Decimal Classification system. 

 
● acted as stewards in the library. Each student took care of a library shelf. The shelf was weeded, 

cleaned, and put in order. The student displayed recommended books and left notes about why 
he/she liked them. The student was in charge of maintaining this shelf throughout the year. 

 
● participated in the Caldecott mock election and month-long review of picture book illustration. 

 
● studied poetry: stream of consciousness writing, poetry “karaoke” based on popular song lyrics, 

and an exploration of “found poetry”.  
 

● studied the honeybee, going over basic understandings of the anatomy, life cycles, and social 
structures of the hive.  

Philosophy 
 
One of my long-term goals is to expand the notion of what a library is and can be for the students. With 
that said, I envision the library as a dynamic space where students can interact with information and each 
other in many ways. I am inspired by the tinkering/making movement in schools and believe that the 
school library can be essential in this learning. This is a process, and we are at the beginning. The students 
have proven to be open to change and curious participants.  
 
Below are some ways in which the library program supports both a traditional and innovative 
understanding of the school library. 
 
Books and Stories Become Springboards 

 
There is no doubt that Miquon students love stories and books. Regardless of reading ability, students are 
deeply connecting with books and sharing what they know with others. This could be with a graphic novel 
series like Bone by Jeff Smith (loved by fourth graders this year), Sports Illustrated fact books, nonfiction 
picture books about big cats (Kindergarten), or books by the author Mac Barnett (second and third 
graders). For example, if I read a story that is well-loved by the students, they will talk about it for weeks 
after. They put their names on a long waitlist to borrow the book, and patiently wait for it each week. They 
clamor for the book, and share it when it’s available. They adapt the characters and illustration styles into 
new stories, comic books and drawings. Building on the story, they will develop the characters, and act out 
scenes. The book or story becomes almost like currency to students.  
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During the Caldecott Study in January, the students were deeply committed to the picture book selections; 
five year olds and twelve year olds alike. The mock election at Miquon clearly demonstrated that one 
particular book stood out from the others: The Adventures of Beekle by Dan Santat. When the students 
discovered that the book also won the actual Caldecott Award, they were overjoyed. What proceeded was a 
weeklong celebration of the kind described above - students taking the story, setting, illustration style, and 
characters and launching into new terrain with them.  
 

The Library Supports Student’s Curiosities and Research Needs 

 
The library has long been a place for seeking the answers to all questions, and that doesn’t change. Students 
will ask for a field guide to caterpillars to identify a cool caterpillar they found in Monkeyland. They need a 
book on Greek Gods to settle a debate about the powers of the Gods Eros and Ares. They need an image 
on the internet to help with a drawing or illustration. They want to know more about physics, or coding, or 
how to care for a pet guinea pig. Teachers come in to the library to ask for biographies, fairy tale variations, 
famous speeches, pictures of the Eiffel Tower, and help with research databases. They also come in 
looking for great stories to read-aloud or share with students, and great nonfiction material to support a 
social studies unit.  
 
Providing the opportunity for students and staff to seek out information for intellectual and independent 
pursuits is essential to the education at Miquon. It is giving the time, freedom, flexibility and respect to 
individual learning.  
 

Enriching Conversations About Books 

 
The fifth and sixth grade book club was very active this year, and a whole lot of fun! We met for an hour 
once a month to have lunch and discuss a book. This is a voluntary activity and the participation varies 
from month to month. Jen Curyto and Tammy Davis, language arts specialists, often helped to facilitate, 
although the students don’t need much to spark great conversations about books.  This is a safe and 
positive space to learn from one another and test out theories and interpretations of a story. This year, we 
explored a genre popular with this group - the mystery (puzzle mystery, in many cases). Here are the titles 
we read and enjoyed: 
 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein 
The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
The Greenglass House by Kate Milford 
Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage 
 
The high point for book club this year was undoubtedly the visit from the award-winning author of The 
Greenglass House, Kate Milford. This was attended by most of the fifth and sixth grade group, and having 
read and loved the book, the students were prepared with great questions and comments for Kate. We 
discussed details of the book and the trials of writing, editing and publishing one’s work. Kate candidly 
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shared her manuscripts with the red and blue markings of multiple editings, as well as inside information 
about characters and possible sequels. After the visit, we learned that The Greenglass House won the 
prestigious Edgar Award for mystery writers.  
 
The students felt a strong sense of ownership in choosing to be part of this book club, and built upon their 
reading and comprehension skills and their love of reading. 
 
In-Depth Study of a Subject, Genre or Author 

 
The observation beehive is an incredible learning tool. Each day that one observes the hive, he or she 
notices something new about the honeybees. We have been actively using the hive to support the study of 
the honeybees. In Nursery and Kindergarten, students have time to observe and ask questions base on 
what they saw in the hive. We read stories that raise more questions. As the students get older, they will 
build on their knowledge. Second and third graders know a great deal about a honeybee’s life cycle, the 
roles of the Queen, workers and drones, and pollination. Fourth, fifth and sixth graders spent several 
weeks revisiting the hive and learning about the complex systems and behaviors of the bees. The hive 
swarmed twice this spring, and many students observed this process directly. Our beekeeper, Joe Duffy, 
visits frequently to maintain the hive, and the students always have questions for him. My goal is to revisit 
the hive each year and deepen students’ understandings. By the time they graduate, they will be bee experts 
(and possibly future beekeepers!). 
 
Connection To Classrooms & School Community 

 
As much as possible, I aim to be in the classrooms collaborating with teachers and supporting classroom 
work. In the case of the Nursery, I would on occasion bring the library up to them. In the spring, I read the 
story A Firefly Named Torchy, by Bernard Waber. The story connected to the learning the group was 
actively doing around nocturnal and diurnal animals. After the reading we had a discussion about the 
illustration technique used in the story. Marisa and Celia demonstrated several printmaking techniques, and 
prepared the tables for the students to experiment printing with a variety of materials - corks, potato 
mashers, plastic netting, etc. The results were great and the students got a chance to connect with the story 
in a rich way, and to continue the story through their artwork and pretend play that followed. 
 
This year I also participated in the fifth and sixth grade classroom’s literature reading groups. For six-week 
sessions, I facilitated a group of four to six students to read and study one book. We read Un Lun Dun by 
China Mieville, Strike Three You’re Dead by Josh Berk (part of baseball study), and The Ear, The Eye and 
the Arm by Nancy Farmer (science-fiction study). Each week the students were assigned to read a portion 
of the book and prepare notes and questions/comments for discussion. At the end of the session, the 
students did a presentation. One group performed a skit based on the story, one group created a 
newspaper placed in the setting of the story, and the last group analyzed former jacket covers and 
re-envisioned the cover for the story.  
 
Mini-courses are an excellent opportunity to build relationships with students and also interact with them 
in a new context. In the fall, Sara and I offered a hiking mini-course, which brought fourth, fifth and sixth 

4 



graders hiking the Schuylkill River Trail, around Miquon and the Ashford Horse Farm, through the creek 
and Monkeyland, and down by Wissahickon Creek and Forbidden Drive. In the winter, Jeri and I joined to 
offer a book and paper arts minicourse. In this course, we made a cut-paper large window screen for the 
library windows, created handmade books, tried hammer-embossing on paper, and created Jacob’s ladder 
toys. In the spring, I offered a writing mini-course that was attended by second and third graders. Inspired 
by the hilarious The Book with No Pictures by B.J. Novak and the work of Mac Barnett, the students 
dabbled in metafictive writing: making stories in which the reader, book or story itself plays a part. 
 
It has been a busy and rewarding year! I am proud of the work that we accomplished in library class this 
year, and I sincerely hope the students feel the same. I will be sharing a summer reading list in the 
upcoming few weeks. Please enjoy the summer and happy reading!  
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